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OVERALL THEME

“MLK Day: Citizenship and Service in Action”

KEY MESSAGES

· CNCS leads the Martin Luther King Jr. Federal Holiday as a National Day of Service. 
· Taking place each year on the third Monday in January, the MLK Day of Service is the only federal holiday observed as a national day of service – a "day on, not a day off”.   
· Working with the King Center, other federal agencies, nonprofit and community groups, faith-based organizations, schools and businesses nationwide, CNCS helps Americans turn the MLK Day into a national day of service to make an impact in their communities.
· This year’s commemoration of the MLK Day of Service coincides with the 57th Presidential Inauguration, which includes a National Day of Service on January 19. 

· MLK Day is a time to re-commit ourselves to the nation by serving each other and our communities. 
· Americans across the country will honor Dr. King by helping their neighbors and communities at thousands of projects spread across all 50 states. 
· Service is a powerful way for citizens, nonprofits, the private sector and government to work together to meet critical needs and advance King’s dream of opportunity for all. 
· MLK Day is an opportunity for Americans to put the core American principles of citizenship and service into action. 

· Service is a powerful force to bridge economic and social divides. 
· The MLK Day of Service shines a spotlight on service as a powerful force to bridge economic and social divides – today and throughout the year.  
· Service is a powerful way for citizens, nonprofits, the private sector and government to work together to meet critical needs and advance King’s dream of opportunity for all.  

· ASK:  On the King Holiday, we are calling on all Americans to take action to help others. 
· The 2013 MLK Day of Service will include thousands of projects spread across all 50 states. 
· Families, students, congregations, employees, and individuals of all ages and backgrounds will come together to celebrate MLK Day by making a difference in their communities.  
· Projects will include delivering meals, refurbishing schools and community centers, collecting food and clothing, signing up mentors, supporting veterans and military families, promoting nonviolence, and more, with many projects starting on King Day and lasting throughout the year.
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